The relations of the mastoid segment of the facial canal to surrounding structures in congenital middle ear malformations.
The authors investigated the relations between the mastoid segment of the facial canal and the temporomandibular joint, the posterior wall of the cavum tympani and the external wall of the mastoid process in 19 cases with congenital ear malformations and 10 cases with normal ears. A significantly reduced distance was found between the facial canal and the temporomandibular joint as well as between the facial canal and the posterior wall of the cavum tympani in the groups with malformed ears as compared to the control group with normal ears.